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A decade of community-driven Pride celebrations in Edmonton and the Greater Capital

Region.




PRIDE EDMONTON - EVENT CALENDAR BRIEF

A Model Unlike Any Other

How Edmonton's approach differs from Pride celebrations around the world

MOST PRIDE CELEBRATIONS GLOBALLY

PRIDE EDMONTON'S MODEL

Sydney - San Francisco - London - Toronto - Berlin

* Centrally produced by a single organization — one
team builds most or all events

» Top-down programming: the Pride org decides what
happens, when, and how

« Community groups participate within the
organization's framework, not independently

* Scale is measured by what one org can produce, not
what the community can create

Greater Edmonton Region - Community-Amplified

» Community-led production — events are created by
groups, businesses, and individuals across the region

* Bottom-up ecosystem: organizers decide what
happens; Pride Edmonton amplifies their work

» Anyone can be an organizer — the platform removes
barriers to participation entirely

» Scale reflects the full reach of the community, not the
capacity of a single team

Pride Edmonton does not simply promote Pride — it enables it. This distinction makes Edmonton's
model genuinely rare on the world stage.
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A Distinct & Community-Centred Model

Pride Edmonton operates on a unique model that prioritizes promotion over production. It amplifies events
created by community groups, businesses, and individuals — creating a decentralized Pride ecosystem across
Edmonton and the Greater Capital Region.

Pride Edmonton does not simply promote Pride — it enables it.

Community Impact

100+ 21+ 55—-68% Free

Events concentrated in Platform for all
June organizers

Events supported Years of Pride
annually calendar history

The platform gives visibility to small and grassroots organizers, ensuring Pride reflects the full diversity of the
community while increasing participation and engagement across Edmonton and surrounding regions.

What Pride Edmonton Enables Who Benefits
¢ Visibility for small & grassroots event e+ Community groups & nonprofits
organizers
e ¢ Free promotional platform for all event types e e Local businesses & venues
» e« Decentralized, year-round programming » e |ndependent performers & artists
calendar
» ¢ Connection between organizers and attendees e Post-secondary institutions
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A Decade of Growth

From a modest handful of events to over 100 annually, Pride Edmonton's calendar reflects the remarkable
resilience and expansion of Edmonton's 2SLGBTQIA+ community.

Annual Events Listed on Pride Edmonton Calendar (2015-2025)
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Grey bars = pre-relaunch era - Colour bars = post-relaunch growth (2022—-2025)

Historical Era (2015-2021) Growth Era (2022-2025)

Year Events Notes Year Events Change
2015 4 2022 39 Relaunch 1
2016 4 2023 111 +185% 1
2017 4 2024 118 +6% 1
2018 1 2025 104 Sustained O
2019 9 Post-Festival Society dissolution

2020 3 Virtual only

2021 3 Virtual only
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Key Narrative & Growth Drivers

Following a 2022 relaunch of Pride celebrations, Pride Edmonton rapidly scaled from 39 events to

over 100 annually — reflecting strong adoption by community organizations, businesses, and
independent producers across the Greater Edmonton Region.

Role of Explore Edmonton & the Guide to Pride

Explore Edmonton engaged Ron Byers to create an annual Guide to Pride. This initiative:

* Encouraged event submissions from new and returning organizers
e Strengthened connections between Pride Edmonton and the broader community
* Provided free promotion through the Pride Edmonton Events Calendar

< Directly contributed to growth from 39 events in 2022 to over 100 annually

Seasonal Concentration

June accounts for 55-68% of annual events.
June—August (Summer of Pride) represents 70-86% of total events.

This highly concentrated workload period demands high-volume

coordination and rapid calendar management from the Pride Edmonton
55-68%

in June

team.

March — Spring Pride
14-20 events annually, driven by educational institutions and campus

Pride programming across MacEwan, NAIT, U of A, NorQuest, and
partner campuses.
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Operational Implications

Managing a 100+ event calendar requires significant ongoing coordination, especially during the peak summer

season.

High-Volume Coordination Rapid Updates

Managing 100+ event listings per year across the Time-sensitive changes during June—August peak period
Greater Edmonton Region. require quick turnaround.

Year-Round Presence Free Platform Access

Spring Pride (March) adds a second high-demand Zero cost to organizers ensures maximum community
window each calendar year. participation and equity.

Pride Edmonton's calendar is more than an event listing — it is a critical piece of community
infrastructure that makes Pride visible, accessible, and celebrated across the Greater Edmonton
Region. From four events in 2015 to over 100 annually today, the platform continues to grow as a
trusted hub for 2SLGBTQIA+ programming.




